Methyl bromide primer and timeline
1974 UC findings: UC Irvine scientists Mario Molina and F. Sherwood Rowland publish findings that chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs, manufactured propellants in hair sprays, deodorants and so on) were migrating to the upper atmosphere and destroying the ozone layer.
1985 Ozone hole detected: Atmospheric measurements reveal that the ozone layer over Antarctica is dramatically depleted and ozone levels are on a downward trend. By 1987, other measurements confirm that the Antarctic ozone hole is caused, in part, by CFCs and a breakdown product, chlorine. 2004 CUEs defined: On December 24, 2004, the EPA defines critical use exemptions as (1) based on the lack of methyl bromide for a specific use, for which this deficiency would result in significant market disruption or (2) based on the lack of alternatives that are technically feasible and cost effective, acceptable from the standpoint of environment and public health, and suitable to crops and circumstances.
2005 Methyl bromide 100% phase-out: Production and import are 100% phased out in developed countries; but in developing countries, the phase-out ends in 2015.
